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9:30am- 
10:45am PC #56 

SESSION 1C 
Convener: Dr. Alicia Sprow, Alvernia University 

 
“Leadership Case Competition” 

Alvernia students at the graduate and undergraduate levels will participate in a leadership case competition. The students will pitch their 
leadership project ideas, after which the audience will actively participate in the session by voting for the project they feel is worthy of 

being funded. 
 

Dr. Alicia Sprow, Moderator 
Assistant Professor of Leadership



 
 

Developing High Performers. Inspiring Action. Delivering Value. 

Time Location 
SESSION BLOCK 2 

11:00AM – 12:15PM 

11:00am- 
12:15pm PC #58 

SESSION 2A 
Convener: Dr. Jane Brooker, Alvernia University 

 
“S.O.A.R. to New Heights in AI” 

Immerse yourself in the wonderful world of cybersecurity. Hear from Jarrod Barto, an international leading expert, speaker, and author 
on cybersecurity and AI as he discusses the dynamic world of cyber security and the use of artificial intelligence in this trillion-dollar 
industry. He will discuss career opportunities and the benefits (and challenges) of utilizing artificial intelligence in the industry.  

 
Dr. Scott Ballantyne, Moderator 

Professor of Business, Alvernia University 
 

Jarrod Barto, Featured Speaker 
Jarrod Barto is the author of "S.O.A.R. to New Heights: Incident Response of the Future" that addresses Security Orchestration, 
Automation, and Response and how to develop dynamic responses to threats that impact company operations. He has worked for some 
of the largest corporations in the pharmaceutical, finance, and retail world over the past two decades. 

 

11:00am- 
12:15pm PC #48 

SESSION 2B 
Convener: Dr. Ryan Lange, Alvernia University 

 
“Spotlight PA: The Future of Community Journalism” 

A discussion of independent journalism in Pennsylvania, focusing on the new Spotlight PA project. Spotlight PA is an independent, 
nonpartisan, and nonprofit newsroom dedicated to high-quality investigative and public-service journalism about the Pennsylvania state 
government and urgent statewide issues. The mission of Spotlight PA is to hold powerful public and private forces to account through 
urgent and compelling investigative and public-service journalism that drives change and strengthens our democracy, the state, and all 
who live here. 

 
Dr. Ryan Lange, Moderator 

Associate Professor of Communication, Alvernia University 
 

Panelists 
Heather Adams, Berks County Project Lead, Spotlight PA 

Chris Baxter, CEO/President, Founding Editor of Spotlight PA 
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Time Location 
SESSION BLOCK 3 
12:30PM – 1:45PM
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2:00pm- 
3:15pm PC #48 

SESSION 4B 
Convener: Don Schalk, Alvernia University 

 
“Future of Work: The CEO Perspective” 

A current discussion with local, successful CEOs concerning the Future of Work. The CEO panel will discuss technology and its related 
impacts on labor, jobs, and the way work will be done in the future. 

 
Don Schalk, Moderator 

Professional Specialist Faculty, Alvernia University 
 

Panelists 
Shawn Latta, Partner, Nuclei Data  

Chuck Holder, Entrepreneurs' Connection       
Daniel B. Laws, Jr., DaBrian Marketing          
George Gerhart, Gerhart Pest Control 

 

2:00pm- 
3:15pm PC #57 

SESSION 4C 
Convener: Dr. Alicia Sprow, Alvernia University 

 
“Leadership is Timeless: A Review of Situational Leadership Across Industry” 

This session is a panel discussion by students in Alvernia's Ph.D. Program.  Topics discussed include “Technology Advancements” by 
Jessica Whitmore; “Navigating Crises” by Kathleen Murney; “Working Conditions” by Michelle Conway; and “Teamwork” by Brittny 
Sparrow.  Dr. Spencer S. Stober, Professor of Leadership Studies and Biology will moderate the discussion. 

 
Dr. Spencer Stober, Moderator 

Professor of Leadership Studies and Biology 
 

Doctoral Student Panelists 
Jessica Whitmore, MA, Research and Grants Director, DAZA Development 

Kathleen Murney, MBA, LtCol U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.) 
Michelle Conway, MBA, Executive Director of Student & Client Service, O’Pake Institute 

Brittny Sparrow, MEd, MTSS Program Instructional Coach, Pottstown School District 
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